
• Inspec & Compendex:  Indexes to conference and 
journal papers

Inspec -- Electrical engineering, computer engineering, 
physics, optics, computer science, controls
Compendex – All areas of engineering
“Select Database” search both Inspec and 
Compendex
20% overlap between Inspec and Compendex

• Books. Referex Engineering -- Elsevier’s searchable 
database providing access to the full text of over 300 
engineering books.  Click on “eBook Search” (top right)

Library Search Hints and Guides http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21

Ei Village -- Databases

PaperChem: Pulp & paper 
index with chemical emphasis

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC&database=131072
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC


Fast Searches in Inspec & Compendex 
Browsing for a few papers on a topic

• Limit By (Drop down menus)
“Journal article” (Document Type) 
Find It @ GT works properly for most 

journal papers, but seldom for 
conference papers

“General review” (Treatment Type)
“English” (Language)
Date (recent range of years)

[Sort By: Relevance]

• Add synonyms to your search strategy. Check:
Title, Abstract, Subject Heading fields
Thesauri (online) 
Bibliographies/references at the end of similar papers and 
footnotes

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC&database=131072
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/


Inspec 1896+ and Compendex 1884+

• Choose Format.  Default is “Citation” (only title).  
Use  “Detailed record” (for email, print, download 
– after “Select range”) 

• Remove Duplicates. Fewer errors in Inspec records.
Choose “Database Preferences: Inspec" 
Duplicate records will be removed from the first 
1000 records.

• Exact phrase within quotes (“ ”)
• Truncation is asterisk (*). Use left truncation with 

care (*sorption returns absorption)
• Wildcard (?) replaces single character (wom?n). 

H*emoglobin finds haemoglobin
• Truncation and wild cards cannot be used within 

exact phrases (quotation marks/quotes or braces), or 
used with the near or onear command 



Inspec 1896+ and Compendex 1884+

• Proximity. No truncation within NEAR/# or ONEAR/#. 
0-x terms, any order: laser NEAR/4 diode. 
0-x terms, order entered: laser ONEAR/5 diode 
The near and onear commands do not work with 
truncation, wildcards, parenthesis, quotes or braces
Truncation and stemming cannot be used within 
quotation marks or braces
Stemming can be used with the proximity operators if 
ALL of the terms are stemmed. For example, $electric 
ONEAR/0 $guitars will find "electric guitar" or "electric 
guitars" but might also find "electrical guitars." 
Phrase: quotes “ ” or International ONEAR/0 space 
ONEAR/0 station 

• Autostemming -- Autostems all key words except for 
Author names and words in quotations and/or braces. Using 
truncation or wildcards will turn off the stemming feature



• Search History. Manipulate previous search statements
with Boolean logic operators and keywords.

Example: #5 and ((simulat* or model*) wn CV)
Example: (#1 or #3) not #2 

Open Word file and keep track of search statement #s
• Select Database: INSPEC 1896+ and Compendex 1884+
• Inspec and Compendex have different

“Controlled Terms” (thesaurus subject headings)
“Document Types” and “Treatment Types”

• Compendex “Document Types” and “Treatment Types” are 
only for 1985+.    Unique “Types” in each database

• “Limit By”-- Reverts to default date for each new search.
• “Quick Search” or  “Expert Search” or “Easy Search”
• “Autostemming On” is the default for “Quick Search”

Inspec 1896+ and Compendex 1884+

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC&database=131072
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/


Author Names
• Author formats differ in each database
• INSPEC - - Only author initials
• Compendex - - Author names are  as 

written in paper (initials or first names)
• Use “Browse Indexes” “Author” with   

“Expert Search”
• Note both spaces and commas after 

surnames



Author Names
• Compendex “Author Affiliation” Field

Prior to 2001, the official Compendex policy was to provide 
the institutional affiliation of the first author or editor. 
Since 2001, the affiliation of the Compendex corresponding
author has been given instead (Compendex)

• Beginning March 16, 2009, for Compendex and 
PaperChem, the following fields will be added or modified: 

Multiple Author Affiliations - Multiple authors will now be 
listed in the author affiliations field. Now, if an article has 
more than one author, all of the names and affiliated 
institutions will appear 
A corresponding author and email field will be added to the 
detailed record display. For those records with multiple 
author affiliations, the contact information of the lead author 
will appear



Search by Author name (more than  last name)

• “Expert Search” and then
• “Browse Indexes” -- “Author”
• Inspec, Compendex, PaperChem

Inspec 
1896+ & 

Compendex 
1884+

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC&database=131072
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC&database=131072
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=COMPENDEX&database=131072
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=COMPENDEX&database=131072


Authors: Search BOTH
• Last name   space
• Last name   comma

Inspec 1896+ 
Compendex 1884+

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC&database=131072
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=COMPENDEX&database=131072


Author name search.  Expert Search

• Inspec does not use 
authors' first names, but 
only their initials

• Use of the Author 
Browse Index is strongly 
recommended for both 
Inspec and Compendex in 
order to make selections 
from all the possible 
variations on an author's 
name

• Compendex Author names 
can be truncated by using an 
asterisk (*) as the truncation 
symbol: 
Smith, A* will retrieve 

Smith, A.
Smith A.A.
Smith A.B.
Smith, A. Brandon
Smith, Aaron 
Smith Aaron C. etc. 



IEEE Explore
• Full image content available in IEEE Xplore: IEEE and 

IEE/IET journals and conference proceedings from 1988, 
with select content before 1988

• Check the Classic GT Catalog for print copies (older and 
joint papers)

• Use Inspec/Compendex (1896+/1884+) for searching! 
IEEE Xplore is a subset of the Inspec database. Inspec 
writes the abstracts for IEEE Xplore. Use IEEE Xplore as 
document delivery for IEEE, IEE and IET papers 

• Inspec/Compendex & CSA databases index a very large 
number and wide variety of Library owned electronic and 
print publications (such as AIAA, ACM, SPIE, ASME, 
OSA, AIP, IOP, IPC, APS, SIAM, Elsevier, Springer, 
Wiley, North Holland, Taylor & Francis, MIT Press, 
Pergamon Press, Kluwer, Academic Press, Chapman and 
Hall, and many others) not covered by IEEE Xplore

• Please "Log-Out" when finished (simultaneous users limit) 

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org.www.library.gatech.edu:2048/guide/g_oview_faq.jsp#1
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org


Inspec 1896+ and Compendex 1884+

Inspec: Author 
Affiliation field 
uses only one 
author

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC&database=131072
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/


Inspec 1896+ and Compendex 1884+

• Restrict to Field
• “Limit By”
• Earliest possible publication 

date is 1884/1896



• Search by Fields (Author, Title …)
• Controlled terms (thesaurus terms)

– Controlled terms can be different 
for each database and can have 
restricted date coverage

• Uncontrolled terms (identifiers)

Search by Fields

Author  AU
Title     TI
Controlled term  CV
Uncontrolled term  FL
First Author affiliation  AF
Subject/Title/Abstract KY



Search History
• Combine previous searches in same database
• Manipulate previous search statement numbers with 

Boolean Operators and keywords
• Can add keywords.  “Search History” example:  

#1 and #2 and (laser* wn ti)
• Open a Word document and keep track of search 

statement line numbers
• Alerts and Save Search – one line only
• Combined search set is one long string of keywords.  The 

search strategy is lost.  Search history does not repeat 
search statement numbers

• Example.  Combine command -- lose statement numbers: 
#4 displays as keywords, not as (#1 and #2 and #3)

Top of Screen. Choose “Search History”



Can also include keywords.  Example: 
#1 and #2 and #3 and ((Ehrfeld or Borenstein) wn au)

Search History



• “Combined” does not indicate #1 and #2 and #3. 
Only gives keyword result (after “Combined”) 

• Open Word file and copy statement lines
• Email Alert and Save Search both save only one line



• Refine Results.  List of 
Authors
Controlled Vocabulary (differs by database)

• Refine Search keeps settings 
• New Search reverts to defaults



Sort By: Date/Year, Relevance, Author, Source
• “Remove 

Duplicates”
• Choose 

Inspec 
(fewer errors 
in Inspec 
records)



• Session will expire after 20 
minutes of inactivity

• “Select Range” or check 
boxes 

• “Choose “Detailed 
record” Format:” (not 
“Citation”). DOI# is only in 
“Detailed” record format

• E-mail or Print or Download 
records to avoid being 
timed out



Journal Articles

• ISSN. Copy and paste journal ISSN number to 
Classic GT Catalog “Exact Search”

• Journal Name.  Copy and paste exact journal 
name to Classic GT Catalog

• Find It GT.  The “Find It GT” command usually (but 
not always) works correctly for journals.  
Occasionally journal “Find It GT” fails when a 
Catalog record exists and shows print/paper holdings 
in the “Library has:” fields

https://gil.gatech.edu/
https://gil.gatech.edu/
https://gil.gatech.edu/


Journal Articles

• Separate Catalog records may exist for 
print/paper and electronic volumes (electronic 
usually comes first)

• Note print and electronic publication date 
(year) coverage and title changes

• Watch for aggregator e-journal restricted 
embargo dates and selective coverage 
(ProQuest, EBSCOhost, Factiva, GaleGroup, Lexis 
Nexis, etc.) 



Inspec 1896+

ISSN #
Journal Article

Journal Title

Authors (Initials)
One Author Affiliation



Inspec
1896+

• Controlled terms CV 
(Inspec thesaurus 
terms)

• Uncontrolled terms FL



• “Find It GT” will work for most (but not all) journal articles. 
• IEEE Xplore database: IEEE or IEE or IET journal & conference papers 

1988 to present; selected papers before 1988. Simultaneous user 
restrictions; logout when finished.  Look for print volumes in Classic GT 
Catalog before 1988 (standing orders) and for joint conferences

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org
http://gil.gatech.edu/
http://gil.gatech.edu/


• Beware of “Full Text” “Find It GT” e-journal links.  
• Many aggregator E-journals have selective coverage 

and embargo dates.



• Choose the listed 
Library subscribed 
database (“Am Assoc 
for the Adv of Sci” 
and also “JSTOR”) or 
use the Catalog 
print/hard copy at 
Call Number Q1 .S35 
(v.1 1895 to present) 
in “Library has:” 
fields.  Note dates of 
coverage

• Avoid aggregator 
databases (such as 
EBSCOhost, 
ProQuest, Factiva, 
Lexis Nexis, 
GaleGroup, etc.). 
They can have 
selective coverage 
and/or embargo 
dates

http://gil.gatech.edu/


• Fields – Conference Name/Monographic Title 
and Source/Serial/Journal Title fields

• Conferences are cataloged as either a book or as a 
serial (similar to journal)

• “Find It GT will often not work for technical reports 
and conference proceedings (manually check the 
Classic GT Catalog for conferences).    Ask us for 
help!

• The “We May Have a Copy in Print” link may 
result in “Your Search Failed” when the Library 
actually owns the conference   

Conference Papers

http://gil.gatech.edu/


• Sometimes “Find It GT” results in only “Request from 
another Library -- ILLiad Interlibrary Loan System” 
when the Library owns the conference

• Library owns many conference proceedings and 
technical reports even though “Find It GT” fails  

• Search the Classic GT Catalog manually, check the 
reports collections, and ask us for help

• If  “IEEE” or “IEE” or “IET” is in the record, try IEEE 
Xplore 1988+ (selected papers before 1988) and also 
search the Classic GT Catalog.

• Some IEEE/IEE/IET conferences are owned by the 
Library but are not in IEEE Xplore, such as some joint 
conferences

Conference Papers

http://gil.gatech.edu/
http://gil.gatech.edu/
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org


Compendex 1884+

Conference article
Use several fields

• Serial/Source title:
• Conference name:
• Monograph title:
• Conference date:
• Conference location:

Author name as in paper



Compendex 1884+

“Find It GT” works for most (but not all) journals, 
but often does not work for conference 
proceedings and technical reports, and does not 
work for patents

• Ei main heading
• Ei Controlled terms

(thesaurus)
• Uncontrolled terms

http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~lo24/ConferenceProceedingInCatalog.html
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~lo24/ConferenceProceedingInCatalog.html
http://www.library.gatech.edu/search_locate/techres/techrepfulltxt.htm
http://www.library.gatech.edu/search_locate/techres/patentsweb.htm#print


Check the Catalog (manual search), especially for non-journals.  “Find It 
GT” Catalog link often does not work for non-journals, even though the 

Library owns the conference, report, or patent  

This conference is in the Catalog.  Clicking on “We May Have a 
Copy in Print” results in “Your search failed!” –- a manual 

Classic GT Catalog search locates the correct record

https://gil.gatech.edu/
https://gil.gatech.edu/
https://gil.gatech.edu/
http://gil.gatech.edu/


Catalog

Keyword Search

“We May Have a Copy in Print ” link did not work (“Your search failed”), 
although the conference is in the Classic GT Catalog

https://gil.gatech.edu/
https://gil.gatech.edu/


Thesaurus 
Click on “Exact Term. Check Scope Notes
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