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ProQuest Databases 

• NTIS; Aerospace; Materials Research; 
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses; 
GeoRef; ABI/INFORM Complete and Archive (two separate 
business databases); PAIS (public affairs), and other ProQuest 
databases 

• Advanced  
 Advanced Search  
 “Command Line Search” 
Command Line -- “Add Search Fields” such as 

Authors -- “Look up Authors” (author name format 
differs by database) 

Library Search Hints & Guides http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/ 

http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28263�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL29108�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL29326�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28213�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL29125�
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/�
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ProQuest Databases 
• Thesaurus – thesauri are database-specific. Thesaurus 

terms differ from database to database 
• “View Field Codes Help” 
 TI(title) 
 SU “Look up Subjects” (thesaurus terms differ by database) 

 AU(author)  
“Look up Authors” – author name format differs by 

database 
 AB(abstract) 
 Advanced search, use “All fields (no full text) – ALL” 

to search all bibliographic fields, but not full text 
 IF(keywords/identifiers; may not limit correctly) 
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ProQuest Databases 
• “Search tips.”  
 Exact phrase “quotations” 
 Truncate with asterisk (*)  

Truncation is allowed when using the near/n or pre/n proximity 
operator. Truncation character (*) - one * for many characters   

Use the truncation character at the beginning (left-hand 
truncation), the end (right-hand truncation), or in the middle of 
search terms   

nurse*   colo*r     *old (use left-hand * sparingly) 

• Examples: 
 (radar or antenna*) near/2 (infrared) 
 TI(cryptolog* and VLSI) and AU(sherman) 
 YR(2005-2009) 
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ProQuest Databases 
• “Search tips.”  
 near/n -- two search terms, in any order, within “n” 

number of words apart 
 pre/n -- one search term that appears within “n” 

number of words before a second term 
• Search multiple databases at the same time - 

“Searching: # Databases” (top row, blue color bar) 
       Check boxes then "Use Selected Databases" 
• “Recent searches” (top row, blue color bar)  
 “Combine searches” – combine previous searches 

(1 AND 3) or (“6”) 
(1 AND 3) OR (1 AND 2) 
3 NOT treatment 

Library Search Hints and Guides http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/ 
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http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/�


Search multiple ProQuest databases 
at one time, removing duplicates  
Click on "Searching: # databases" 

(blue, top row).  Check boxes, 
then "Use Selected Databases" 
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• Do NOT “Limit to”  
                  “Peer Reviewed” or “Full Text” 
• Technical reports and conferences are scholarly but are not 

peer reviewed journals (do not check the “Peer Reviewed” box) 
• NTIS records are nearly all technical reports records 
• Aerospace Database indexes technical reports and conferences.  

GeoRef and Materials index conferences  
• ProQuest Dissertations and Theses A&I indexes only 

dissertations or theses, not journals 
• Do not check the “Full Text” box. NTIS, Aerospace, Materials, 

Georef can not limit to full text  
• Checking the boxes for “Peer Reviewed” or “Full Text” 

eliminates large numbers of relevant scholarly publications 

NTIS, Aerospace, Materials, ProQuest 
Dissertations, GeoRef 

6 



• “Sort results by:” “publication date (most recent 
first)”.  The default is sort by relevance 

• “Items per page:”              “Date Range:”  
• Use full format.  The NTIS “results” brief format currently 

does not contain the needed technical report number 
(AD#, DE#, N#, PB#, etc.). Full format often contains 
detailed conference information not given in the brief format. 

• “Find It @ GT”  
 Will not work for technical reports (NTIS and Aerospace) 
 Will not work for most conference papers 
 Will work for most journal papers (Aerospace etc.) 

• "My Research" -- Save, manage, and organize the content 
and supporting materials, such as Alerts or Saved searches 
or saved documents 

• To print, save, email, or export, choose full format “Brief 
citation, abstract, indexing” 

ProQuest Databases 
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ProQuest Databases 
• NTIS 1964+ U.S. federally funded technical research 

reports.  Most full reports are available either in microfiche 
or electronically (most are not included in the GT Catalog) 

• Aerospace Database 1962+ journals, conferences, 
technical reports 

• Materials Research 1965+ metals and materials 
journals, conference, reports 

• ProQuest Dissertations & Theses 1861+ U.S doctoral 
dissertations; selected masters theses and selected 
Canadian & European; selected dissertations back to 1639.  
Most 1980+ have lengthy abstracts, and many 1997+ have 
free 24 page preview.  Georgia Tech’s dissertations/theses 
are free to GT for 1997+  

• GeoRef 1693+ geoscience journals, books, maps, 
conferences, reports and theses 
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http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28263�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL08570�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL29108�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL29326�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28213�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL29125�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL08537�
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•   Do NOT “Limit to”  “Full Text” or “Peer Reviewed” – large 
numbers of relevant records are not retrieved if check boxes 
•   “Sort Results by:”  “Publication date (most recent first)” – 
default is sort by relevance 
•   “Items per page:” 

•   Field searching – AU (Look up 
Authors), TI, SU (Look up 
Subjects), All fields (no full text)-
ALL 
•   “Thesaurus”  - Thesaurus terms 
differ from database to database 
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We own technical report#ADA175853 

NTIS technical 
reports 1964+ 

(no report number  
in brief format) 

   
 ProQuest 

Dissertations 
and Theses 
1861+ 

1 AND 2 AND 3 

“Recent searches”  -- 
“Combine searches.”  

 Open a Word file and keep 
track of your search 
statement lines  

 “My Research” 
– Alerts 
and Saved 
Searches 



   NTIS – Technical Reports 

Do NOT use “Find IT @ GT” in NTIS 
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http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28263�


   NTIS – Technical Reports (MIT doctoral thesis; 225 pages)  

Some records have an extra 
check digit (“1” at the end of 
the number). The actual 
report# is  ADA175853  
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   ProQuest Dissertations & Theses 1861+ Most 1980+ records 
have lengthy abstracts.  This one is not available through UMI 
Express.  MIT can charge $62+ 

   Try NTIS (technical reports) and 
Interlibrary Loan before purchasing a 
ProQuest Dissertations & Theses PDF 
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http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28213�
http://www.umi.com/en-US/products/dissertations/dexplib.shtml�
http://libraries.mit.edu/docs/pricing.html�
http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28263�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
http://illiad.library.gatech.edu/�


   NTIS.  GT owns entire conferences, not individual papers. 
Shelved under conference report no. -- See “Availability” 
“Order as” – use conference report # N92-33309 
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http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28263�


The technical report # is ADA426469  

• The initial brief results citation currently does not contain the 
technical report number 

• To locate the NTIS report, the Technical Report number (ADA#, 
N#, DE#, etc.) is needed.  This is not the “contract number.”  

• “My Research” -- documents added to folder -- “Brief citation, 
abstract, indexing” -- “Standard ProQuest”  

• Full Format has technical report number and full conference 
information 

• Email – full format “Brief citation, abstract, indexing” -- contains 
technical report number 
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• “Find It GT” “We May Have a Copy in Print” -- does not work 
for report numbers and most conference records   

• “Accession Number” is not helpful in the Aerospace Database 

Aerospace Database 
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18 Catalog 

• Library owns conference.  It is listed in a Classic Catalog 
record (manual search)  

• “Find It GT” links often do NOT find conferences (“No 
matches were found in this catalog:”). It does not find 
technical reports 

https://gil.gatech.edu/�
https://gil.gatech.edu/�
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• Use synonyms in 
your search, such as 
simulat* or 
model* or 
algorithm* or 
mathematical 

• Thesaurus – database 
specific 

• “Broader Terms” 
• “Related Terms” 

The following thesauri are available for 
your currently selected database(s). Note 
that many thesauri are database-specific, 

and may limit your search results to 
documents from those databases. 
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NTIS 1964+ 

• Federally sponsored technical research 
reports, 1964+ 

• NTIS indexes masters theses, doctoral 
dissertations etc.  

• Check NTIS before interlibrary loan.  Try 
searching author last name “and” important 
keywords from title  

• Technical reports are not indexed by most other 
Library databases 

• NTIS does not have an author affiliation field 
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http://gtsearch.library.gatech.edu/search/?base=databases&action=proxy&database=GLL28263�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
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• Ask 2nd floor east staff for assistance locating microfiche  
• Can scan and e-mail the microfiche or microfilm   
• Can make enlargements (copies) from microfiche 
• NTIS indexed technical reports are shelved on the 2nd 

floor east by "Accession Number” or “Report Number” 
• Technical reports indexed by other ProQuest 

databases (Aerospace etc.) are usually shelved by the 
report number listed in the  "Report Number" field  

• Selected NTIS database records have an extra “check 
digit” (last digit of report number) that must be 
ignored. Ask the 2nd floor East Special Formats & Maps 
associates for help. 

NTIS (1964+) Technical Reports 
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http://libguides.gatech.edu/content.php?pid=87996&sid=654700�
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/microforms.php�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/content.php?pid=87996&sid=654700�
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/microforms.php�
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/microforms.php�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
http://www.library.gatech.edu/about/maps.php�
http://www.library.gatech.edu/about/maps.php�
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Library’s Technical Report Collection 

• Microfiche. The Georgia Tech Library holds 
over 2,500,000 microfiche technical reports, 
located on the 2nd floor East. The period 
from 1960 to 2007 is the most heavily 
represented, although older reports dating 
from 1900 are available   

• Catalog: Print and Electronic. Selected 
locally loaded electronic technical reports are 
listed in the new Catalog (Finder/VUFind) 
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http://finder.library.gatech.edu/�
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Library’s Technical Report Collection 

• Government Websites.  Selected full text 
reports (DOE, DTIC DoD, NASA/NACA, EPA, etc.) 

• Purchase.  For individual NTIS technical reports 
that are NOT currently held in the Georgia Tech 
microfiche collection, requests 
(bette.finn@library.gatech.edu) can be made by 
Georgia Tech students and GT faculty/staff to 
add a title to the Library's collection. Ask 2nd 
East desk staff for help verifying that Library 
does not own report 

• Most NTIS technical reports are either in our 
microfiche collection or are electronic or can 
be purchased for GT patrons 
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http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
http://www.osti.gov/bridge/servlets/purl/768919-tKJUq3/native/�
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/search/tr/str/guided-tr.html�
http://ntrs.larc.nasa.gov/search.jsp�
http://www.epa.gov/nscep/�
mailto:bette.finn@library.gatech.edu�
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Microfiche at Georgia Tech 
• Selected agencies such as: 
 AD’s, ADA’s Dept of Defense (selected mid 1950s 

microfiche and microfilm; mid 1960s to 2006 microfiche) 
ADP – see ADA# for conference 
ADD -- see patents databases. 

 DE’s Dept of Energy (1981-1997) 
 N’s NASA/NACA microfiche (1962-1994; selected reports 

1995-2003) 
Selected NASA/NACA: TL521.3.C58A3x & TL521.3.C59A3x 

microfiche, print NASA Tech Briefs… 

 PB’s (selected historical to 2006) 
• Can scan and e-mail the microfiche or microfilm.  Can 

make enlargements (copies) from microfiche 
24 

http://libguides.gatech.edu/content.php?pid=87996&sid=654700�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/patents�
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/microforms.php�
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/microforms.php�
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“Find It GT” and NTIS Fields 

• Fields 
 Report Number (AD#, ADA#, N#, DE#, PB#, etc.) 
 Availability:  NTIS example “Order as N94-11704”  
 Notes:  example “In” larger conference or in journal 
 Sponsor; Performer. No author affiliation in NTIS. 

• “Find It GT” will not work for most Technical Reports  
• “Find It GT” will often not work properly for conference 

proceedings.  Conference ISSN numbers may not work 
• “Find It GT” will often fail when the Library owns the 

items (such as conference proceedings, technical 
reports, patents, or government documents), located 
in our VuFind Catalog, technical report collections, patent 
collection, etc.  
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http://libguides.gatech.edu/cat.php?cid=22544�
http://finder.library.gatech.edu/�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
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NTIS Hints 

• Some NTIS records have an extra “check digit” 
(last digit of report number) that must be 
ignored  
  ADA1425156 (displayed) 
  ADA-142-515 (actual report number, how it is 

shelved) 
• Watch for irrelevant zeros (may appear after 

agency code, at the beginning of report 
numbers)  
 AD0782944 (displayed) 
 AD-782-944 (actual number, how it is shelved) 

 
26 



27 

Full-text Availability of Technical Reports 
• Microfiche 
• Catalog: selected print and electronic; some locally 

loaded reports in the new Catalog (Finder/VUFind) 
• Government web sites 
• Library purchase missing reports  

http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports   

http://libguides.gatech.edu/content.php?pid=87996&sid=654700�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/content.php?pid=87996&sid=654700�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/content.php?pid=87996&sid=654700�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/content.php?pid=87996&sid=654700�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/content.php?pid=87996&sid=654700�
http://finder.library.gatech.edu/�
http://libguides.gatech.edu/techreports�
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