
SciFinder Scholar . Chemical Abstracts 1907 to present.

Library Search Hints and Guides
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/

Warning: The “Find It GT” online full text and GIL Catalog “GO” link 
does NOT always work.  The Library owns items not found by “Find 
It GT.” Manually search the Classic GT Catalog.  Ask for help!

• Relevancy 
Ranking

• No Boolean 
Logic

• Ask about STN with 
Boolean logic and 
proximity operators 
searching

https://www.library.gatech.edu/sfs/sfs.php
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/
http://gil.gatech.edu/
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/help.php


Chemical Abstracts 1907+



SciFinder 
Scholar

https://www.library.gatech.edu/sfs/sfs.html


SciFinder Scholar

• Both IEEE Xplore and SciFinder Scholar 
have “Simultaneous User” Restrictions

• Logoff or Exit when finished

https://www.library.gatech.edu/sfs/sfs.php








Refine





• Locate Literature: 
Bibliographic information: 
Author, Journal, Title, 
Year. Document Identifier: 
Patent number, CAS#

• Locate Substances: 
Chemical name, CAS#

• Refine



• Get Related
• Citing 

References



• Citing References
• Analyze By: 
• Categorize



Combine
• SciFinder lets you combine a previously saved answer set with your currently active answer set. 

Only two answer sets can be combined at a time (although multiple combine operations can 
be performed during the same session). One answer set must be a previously saved set 
located on the user’s desktop (or network share). The other must be an "active" answer set 
currently visible in the Main Viewer. Only another reference answer set (not a substance or 
reaction set) can be combined with a reference answer set. 

• To combine reference sets:
• Create an active answer set (displayed in Main Viewer) using any type of reference-oriented 

search or locate task.
• Start to combine answer sets by using one of these methods: 

– On the Main Toolbar, click the Combine toolbar button. 
– Select Tools > Combine Answer Sets.

• The Open dialog box displays.  Browse to a folder location and select a desktop answer set file. 
Only a file with a .sfr file type can be selected.

• Click Open.
• Select a combine options — or, before selecting an option, click Estimate to compare the 

approximate answer-count results of all four options: 
– Combine sets — performs a logical OR combination, placing all answers from both sets 

into the combined set.
– Intersect sets —performs a logical AND combination, placing only matching answers 

from both sets into the combined set.



Next, create a second, active answer set 
(displayed in Main Viewer)

Save an 
answer set

File -- Save 
Answer 
Set



Second, active 
answer set.

Click on 
Combine, 
then Open 
previously 
saved set



• Combine sets — performs a 
logical OR combination, 
placing all answers from both 
sets into the combined set.

• Intersect sets —performs a 
logical AND combination, 
placing only matching answers 
from both sets into the 
combined set. 



SciFinder Scholar Search Hints

• The SciFinder Scholar search algorithm separates the words in the 
phrase and looks for their occurrence in the same sentence. 

• Do not use Boolean logic or wording groupings, as SciFinder 
Scholar does not understand them.  

• Place synonyms in parenthesis next to the topic you entered. 
Example: I am interested in the milk production of cows (bovines).  
SciFinder Scholar will search for both terms, "cows" and "bovines.“

• SciFinder Scholar automatically truncates the terms in your query 
and searches for plural forms, past tense verbs and other word 
forms. Do not include truncation or wildcard symbols (such as 
! or *) in your search terms, since SciFinder Scholar will disregard 
them and interpret the remaining characters literally. 

• SciFinder Scholar is designed to recognize and accept: Commonly 
used abbreviations, commonly misspelled words, common Words 
spelled according to either British or American English.

http://www.cas.org/SCIFINDER/help/2007/SCH_Help/Ctxt_eps/default.htm


Web Version is Available
• Remote, off-campus access is available for the web version. 
• Registration is required.  Use your official Georgia Tech email 

account ending in "gatech.edu."
• Can create "Keep Me Posted Alerts" for both references and 

substances. 

http://www.library.gatech.edu/sfs/sfs.php
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