
ECE Undergraduate Search Hints 
Searching the Library GIL Catalog 
Using Inspec record information

• ECE Search Examples and Library Guide 
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceunder.htm
– Additional examples are under “Examples of searches” 

at http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceguides.htm
• For assistance 

– contact Bette Finn, ECE Subject Librarian, at Email: 
bette.finn@library.gatech.edu

http://gil.gatech.edu/
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceunder.htm
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceguides.htm
mailto:bette.finn@library.gatech.edu


Help Choosing a Topic
• Handbooks and Encyclopedias 

http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceref.htm
– Encyclopedia for ECE, 24 volumes, TK9 .E53 2nd 

Floor East (Southeast corner).  Last volume has table of 
contents and index.

– Other ECE handbooks in TK’s on 2nd floor east SE 
corner

– Electronic reference resources
Handbooks: Knovel, ENGnetBASE, Referex

Engineering
Encyclopedias

• GIL Library Catalog http://gil.gatech.edu/
• IEEE Spectrum.  Table of contents
• Inspec. Restrict to title and general review/new 

developments

http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceunder.htm

http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceref.htm
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceref.htm
http://www.library.gatech.edu/about/floorplans/2.html
http://www.library.gatech.edu/about/floorplans/2.html
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.knovel.com/knovel2/My_Books.jsp
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=131072
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=131072
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceunder.htm


• Find paper mentioned in index database, such as Inspec
• Go to GIL Library Catalog  http://gil.gatech.edu/
• In GIL Library Catalog record, find location of journal or 

conference in the Library (electronic or print/hard copy)

http://www.library.gatech.edu

• Search & Find
• Articles (Databases)

(such as Inspec)
• Search the Catalog (GIL)  

• Must use GT Account number
and password (Spectrum, etc.)

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC
http://gil.gatech.edu/
http://www.library.gatech.edu/
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC
http://gil.gatech.edu/
https://passport.gatech.edu/


INSPEC 1896+ and Compendex 1884+

• Combined INSPEC 1896+ and Compendex 1884+
• Choose Format.  Default is “Citation” (only title).  Use     

“Detailed record” or “Abstract” Format (for email, print, 
download – after “Select range”)

• Truncation is asterisk (*)
• Exact phrase within quotes (“ ”). No truncation in “ ”
• Proximity. No truncation within NEAR/# or ONEAR/# 

or within quotes (exact phrases). 
– 0-x terms, any order: laser NEAR/4 diode. 
– 0-x terms, order entered: laser ONEAR/5 diode 

• Remove Duplicates. Fewer errors in Inspec records.
• Choose “Database Preferences: Inspec" Duplicate 

records will be removed from the first 1000 records.
• Library Search Hints and Guides 

http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceguides.htm

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceguides.htm


INSPEC 1896+ and Compendex 1884+

• LIMIT BY
– Language = English
– Date. Example: 1995 to 2006
– Treatment Types

• General Review
• Applications
• New Development
• Practical
• Product Review

– Document Type, such as Journal Article 
– Can turn “Autostemming Off” if searching acronyms

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC




SEARCH IN Fields

• Title
• Author
• Controlled Term 

(thesaurus term)
• Subject/Title/

Abstract keywords



Sample keywords

future or overview* or trend*or "State of the art" or  
"cutting edge" or advance* or advantage* or 
disadvantage* or useful* or benefit* or pros or cons 
or compare* or comparison* or versus or "trade off" 
or "trade offs" or tradeoff* or "better performance" or 
improv* or survey* or review* or innovati* or new 
or novel or "current technology" or fundamental* or 
introduct* or drawback* or "draw backs" or "draw 
backs"



INSPEC 1896+ and Compendex 1884+

• Search History. Combine previous searches in same 
database. 
– Manipulate previous search statement numbers with 

Boolean Operators and keywords
– Can add keywords.  Example:  #1 and #2 and laser*
– Open a Word document and keep track of search 

statement line numbers
• Search by Fields 

– Author
– Title
– Controlled terms (thesaurus terms) and
– Controlled terms can be different for each database and 

can have restricted date coverage
– Uncontrolled terms  (identifiers; subject headings that are 

not thesaurus terms)

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/controller/servlet/Controller?CID=quickSearch&database=INSPEC


Can also include keywords.  Example: 
#1 and #2 and #3 and ((Ehrfeld or Borenstein) wn au)



• “Combined” does not indicate #1 and #2 and #3. 
Only gives keywords.

• Email Alert & Save Search both save only one line.



• Refine Search button keeps settings. 
• New Search reverts to defaults



• “Remove 
Duplicates”

• Choose Inspec 
(fewer errors in 
Inspec records)

Sort By: Date/Year, Relevance, Author, Source



• Session will expire after 20 
minutes of inactivity

• “Select Range” or check 
boxes 

• “Choose Format:” 
– Abstract or Detailed 

(not Citation)
• E-mail or Print or Download 

records to avoid being 
timed out



Journal Articles
• ISSN. Copy and paste journal the ISSN number to 

GIL Catalog “Exact Search” screen
• Journal Name.  Copy and paste exact journal 

name to GIL Catalog “Exact Search” screen
• “Find It GT” will usually, but not always, work for  

journal articles
• Note print and electronic publication date (year) 

coverage and title changes
• Watch for aggregator e-journal restricted 

embargo dates and selective coverage 
(ProQuest, EBSCOhost, Factiva, GaleGroup, Lexis 
Nexis, etc.). 

https://gil.gatech.edu/
https://gil.gatech.edu/


Inspec 1896+

ISSN #
Journal Article

Journal Title

Authors (Initials)
First Author Affiliation



Controlled terms CV
Uncontrolled terms FL

Inspec
1896+



Problem with “Find It GT”

• The “Find It GT” online full text and GIL 
Catalog “GO” link does not always work 
properly  

• The Library owns many publications not 
found by “Find It GT”

• Always check the GIL Catalog (manual 
search)

• Ask us for help, especially for conference 
proceedings and technical reports!

https://gil.gatech.edu/
http://www.library.gatech.edu/research_help/ask.html


Conference/Proceedings Papers

• Ask us for help with Conference 
Proceedings Papers! 

• They can be difficult for us to locate.
• Look for keywords: Conference, symposia, 

symposium, proceedings, meeting, 
workshop

• Conference proceedings research guide

http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/help.php
http://www.library.gatech.edu/research_help/subject/index.php?/1Conference_Proceedings


• Fields – Conference Name/Monographic Title and 
Source/Serial/Journal Title fields

• Conferences are cataloged as either a book or as a 
serial (similar to journal)

• “Find It GT will usually not work for conferences & 
reports.  Conduct a manual GIL Catalog search and ask 
us for help!

• Library owns many publications even though “Find It 
GT” says “Paper version via:  Not Available” 

• “If  “IEEE” or “IEE” or “IET” is in the record, try IEEE 
Xplore 1988+ (selected journal/conference papers 
before 1988) and the GIL Catalog. Some conferences 
are not in IEEE Xplore.

Conference Papers

http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/help.php
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org


Compendex 1884+

Conference article
Use fields

• Serial/Source title:
• Conference name:
• Monograph title:
• Conference date:
• Conference location:

Author name as in paper



Compendex 1884+

• Ei main heading
• Ei Controlled terms
• Uncontrolled terms

• “Find It GT” usually (but not always) works 
properly for journals, but “Find It GT” seldom 
works for conferences or technical reports



GIL Catalog

Keyword Search

https://gil.gatech.edu/


IEEE & IEE  & IET -- IEEE Xplore or 
GIL Catalog

• If the Inspec or the Compendex record has either of the 
keywords IEEE or IEE or IET in the “source/journal” or 
“conference name” field, search IEEE Xplore.  

• IEEE Xplore includes full text IEEE & IEE/IET journals 
and conferences 1988 to present and selected 
journals and conference before 1988.

• Use “Search” “Advanced”  in IEEE Xplore.  Type in last 
name of one of the authors (“Author” field) and one “Title 
Document” keyword in each box (or exact phrases).          

• The Library owns some IEEE and IEE/IET papers which 
are not in IEEE Xplore.  Check the GIL Catalog -- ask us 
for help. 

http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org
http://www.library.gatech.edu:2048/login?url=http://ieeexplore.ieee.org
https://gil.gatech.edu/


Author Names

• Author formats differ in each database
• INSPEC - - Only author initials
• Compendex - - Author names are 

as written in paper (initials or first names)
• Use “Browse Indexes” “Author” 

with “Expert Search”
• Note both spaces and commas

after surnames
• Ask us for help!



GIL Catalog http://gil.gatech.edu/

• GIL Quick Search and Quick Catalog Search: 
• Searches “or” “and” “not” as keywords 
• Can not use truncation
• Leave off extra spaces

• Exact Search: Exact, word for word phrases, 
left anchored. Use ISSN # or exact journal name

• Keyword Search:  Omit “AND”  “OR”  “NOT”
Can restrict to Journals with “Narrow My Search” 

• Check My Requests: Books you have checked out.

Library Search Hints and Guides

http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceguides.htm

http://gil.gatech.edu/
http://www.prism.gatech.edu/~bw21/eceguides.htm


Quick Catalog Search or Quick Search

• Searches “or” “and” “not” as keywords
• Does not allow truncation
• Leave off extra spaces



Keyword Search       Exact Search

Check My Requests



Exact Search

GIL Catalog  http://gil.gatech.edu/

http://gil.gatech.edu/


Exact Search
• Use word for word, exact phrases, left anchored
• No initial articles (the, an, a …)
• Journal Title (exact phrase, left anchored)
• Copy from INSPEC & Compendex journal records:

ISSN Number (xxxx-xxxx)
• Call Number Browse
• Command uses boolean operators

GIL Catalog  http://gil.gatech.edu/

http://gil.gatech.edu/


“Search Tips”
are above the
search boxes



Keyword Search

• Boolean operators are not allowed within a 
single input box 

• Leave out “and” “or” “not”
• Leave out quotes 
• Truncation symbol is (?).  Example: http? 

(truncation overflow is possible, without 
warning)

GIL Catalog  http://gil.gatech.edu/

http://gil.gatech.edu/


Any of these:
“OR”

All of these:
“AND”

As a phrase

Keyword Search

GIL Catalog
http://gil.gatech.edu/

http://gil.gatech.edu/


“Narrow My Search”
Lower right corner

of screen

Narrow to
Magazines/Journals

with 
Format:

“Serials”

GIL Catalog
Keyword Search



Journals
• Title changes have separate Catalog records 

– “Continues” (title change)
– “Continued By”  (title change)
– “Split into” (title change)

• “Library Has” fields (print/hard copy bound volumes 
and recent issues)

• Bindery information (Status field)
• Storage (journals through 1979)
• Brackets (missing journal issues)



Electronic Journals

The E-Journal list and the GIL Catalog 
“Electronic Version: Get fulltext copy … Find 
It GT” electronic journal records contain 
aggregator journals (EBSCOhost, ProQuest, 
Factiva, GaleGroup, Lexis Nexis, etc.) with 
selected coverage and embargo date 
restrictions.



Electronic & Print Journals

Holdings.  Publication years covered by the journal: 
• Print.  Dates of the Library's print subscription 

(years/volumes) are in the GIL Catalog "Library 
has:" fields -- General Collection, Storage, Recent 
Issues.  

• Electronic.  Date coverage of electronic journals 
(Library subscription, aggregator, open access) are 
indicated in the E-Journals list and in the GIL 
Catalog "Electronic Version full text … Find It 
GT" field, after “Available from.”

https://gil.gatech.edu/
https://gil.gatech.edu/
https://gil.gatech.edu/


• Separate records for title changes.
• Continues:
• Continued by:
• Split into:

• Library has: fields. Print bound
volumes (publication years)



The "Electronic Version fulltext “Find It GT” field does not indicate publication dates. Check years!

• “Electronic Version: Get fulltext copy Find It GT”
field for electronic journals

• Call Number: for print volumes in  “Library has:” field
• Bindery information in the Status: field

• Separate records for title changes.  Note years.
• Separate print and electronic records may exist.  Holdings.



• “Library has:” print fields -- Storage, 
General Collection, Recent issues

• Storage journals before 1980
• Missing journal issues [brackets] 
• Status field.    Can place “Recalls” on 

Checked out books at Circulation Desk
• Library of Congress Subject Headings

http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/borrow/students.php


• “Electronic Version: Get 
fulltext copy  Find It GT” -- 
Find date coverage of 
electronic journal 
(subscription,  aggregator or 
open access), after “Available 
from”

• “Library has:” fields 
indicates print/paper 
coverage – Storage, General 
Collection, Recent issues 
fields (years/volumes)

• Continues/Continued by/Split 
into indicates title changes 
(separate records)

1-3 “Library has:” fields



• Check holdings (publication year coverage). Print and electronic
• Separate GIL Catalog records for print/paper and electronic may exist.
• Electronic records are often listed before print/paper records
• Holdings (dates of coverage) indicated after “Available from”

Paper is at TK1 .I15, Library 
has: v.1 1964-v.40 2003 

• Click on the Library 
subscribed 
database (here 
IEEE).

• Avoid aggregator 
databases (such as 
EBSCOhost, 
ProQuest, Factiva, 
GaleGroup, Lexis 
Nexis, etc.). They 
can have selective 
coverage and/or 
embargo dates.

https://gil.gatech.edu/


• Graduate & Undergraduate Borrowing Privileges 
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/borrow/students.php

• Borrowing from the GT Library 
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/borrow/from_gt.php

Recalls

http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/borrow/students.php
http://www.library.gatech.edu/services/borrow/from_gt.php


Click on Full Format in the GIL 
Catalog to Obtain:

• Translation information.  Indication of the existence 
of an English translation.

• Alternative title information
• Notes or Table of Contents with detailed 

information about limitations (in confidence), thesis 
or dissertation information, advisor/researcher 
names, microform format, short stories, poems, 
essays, book chapters, collections, etc.



“Electric Engineering” is the 
Library of Congress
Subject Heading
for electrical engineering
in the GIL Catalog.

Truncate - - electric?
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